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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION MEETING 
Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6:30 pm 

McFaul Activity Center, 525 West MacPhail Road, Bel Air, MD  21014, Room 4 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attending: 
Wendell Baxter, Chair     Marlena Merryman 
Scott Businsky       LaVerne Pitts 
Anthony DiPaula      Christina Presberry 
Bonita Holland-Buchanan    AnnMarie Profili    
      
Absent: 
Uyesh Bhatti      Gladys Pace  
Rachael Dirzuweit     Cathy Price    
Laurie Namey      Melynda Velez 
  
CS Staff:      
Susan Fisher, Manager, Office of Human Relations and Mediation 
 
   
I. CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Wendell Baxter called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

 
II. MINUTES – Minutes from the September 10, 2015 commission meeting were reviewed.  

LaVerne Pitts noted she was not at the meeting and is listed as attending.  Minutes will be 
amended and will show correction. 
 

III. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Grant in Aid process was discussed.  Applications are available; the review process has not 
begun yet.  Commission members inquired about the website and how often the commission 
page is updated.  Wendell suggested the Commission go through a simulator program with the 
Bel Air Police Dept.  He will look into scheduling it for a future commission meeting, but it will 
need to be held at the Bel Air Armory.  
 

IV. COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Susan reported on the Day of Service Project.  Community donation letters were given to all 
commission members.  It was suggested that each letter be personalized with the commission 
member’s name, instead of all of them having Wendell’s name as the chair.  Possible collection 
sites also discussed included:  Community Services office at 125 N. Main Street and the county’s 
senior/activity centers.  More details will follow. 
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V. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Superintendent’s Cultural Proficiency Council’s planning for 50th Anniversary of Desegregation 
in Harford County Public Schools – Laurie was unable to attend the meeting.  The next meeting 
will be held on Thursday, November 19, 2015 at the CEO Building in Aberdeen. 
 

B. Observances: 

Month Topic Suggested Speaker 

November 12, 2015 

Press release:  Veterans Day 
Meeting:  Review the protected 
classes in the County Code; 
race/color/national origin, 
religion/creed, disability 

Deborah Duval or Robert 
Strupp, BNI 

December 3, 2015, 6:00 p.m. 

Press release re International 
(World) Human Rights Day 
Meet & Greet Reception for all 
commissioners and board 
members under the Community 
Services umbrella 

Commission chairs (or 
designee) to give a brief 
synopsis of commission or 
boards work 

January 14, 2016 
Press release re:  MLK Holiday, 
Day of Service 
Meeting:  debrief Meet & Greet 

 

February 11, 2016 
Get input from commissioners re 
additional areas: 
 

Multi-Faith diversity 
NAACP 
Jewish Community – Rabbi 
Muslin Community – Iman 
LGBT 
Hispanic Community 
Immigration issues 
Race and law enforcement 
Re-entry and rights (delete 
the box campaign in other 
areas of the state) 

March 10, 2016   
April 14, 2016   
April 30, 2016 Celebration of Cultures  
May 12, 2016   
June 9, 2016   
 

C. Youth and Law Enforcement/Race Relations planning meeting – Wendell, Bonita and Susan 
reported the meeting was well attended and well received by law enforcement.  Bonita 
suggested for the next meeting there needed to be youth from the Teen Court in attendance.  
Wendell also suggested someone from the fire marshal’s office and forest rangers should 
attend as well.  Marlena suggested an announcement about the forum could be made during 
the morning school announcements. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS/COMMISIONER COMMENTS – 

None. 
 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  – A detailed listing of events, community council meetings, public meetings, etc., visit 
www.harfordcountymd.gov and click on the Calendars box (top row) 

   
A. Heroin Kills – to learn more and get help, visit www.FindTreatment.samhsa.gov  
B.  Scholarship Central – Visit the Greater Excellence in Education Foundation website and explore 

their new Scholarship Clearinghouse:  www.geefinc.com/college-career-prep/scholarship-
central.  

 
VIII. NEXT MEETING DATE –Thursday, December 10, 6:30 p.m. at the McFaul Activity Center, 525 W.  

MacPhail Road, Bel Air, MD  21015, room 4. 
 

IX.  ADJOURN  
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