
 

 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION MEETING 
Thursday, December 10, 2015, 6:30 pm 

McFaul Activity Center, 525 West MacPhail Road, Bel Air, MD  21014, Room 4 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Attending: 
Wendell Baxter, Chair     Christina Presberry     
Scott Businsky      AnnMarie Profili 
Bonita Holland-Buchanan    Melynda Velez 
             
    
Absent: 
Uyesh Bhatti      Laurie Namey 
Anthony DePaula     Gladys Pace  
Rachael Dirzuweit     LaVerne Pitts    
Marlena Merryman     Cathy Price, Vice Chair  
  
CS Staff:      
Susan Fisher, Manager, Office of Human Relations and Mediation 
Meg Deem, Office of Human Relations and Mediation 
 
   
I. CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Wendell Baxter called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

 
II. MINUTES – Minutes from the November 12, 2015 commission meeting were reviewed.  There 

was not a quorum present, the minutes will be emailed out to the commission for review and 
approval. 

  
III. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

A.  MLK Day of Service - The commission will be assembling packages for the homeless.  Meg will 
send out more detailed information on the Project Homeless Connect/2016 MLK Day of 
Service.  The packages will be put together on Friday, January 15, 2016, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at 
the Epicenter.  If needed, Saturday, 1/16 has also been reserved to finish the assembly.  
Melynda will be able to provide a translator for the Project Homeless Connect at the EpiCenter. 

B. March – June meeting topics – See chart on next page 
 
 



IV. COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
A. January Meeting -   Susan reported Tara Taylor, with MD Commission on Civil Rights has 

offered to come to the January 14, 2016 meeting to train commissioners with the Fair Housing 
Book.  Meg and Sylvia worked with Tara last year with this same book, going to several YMCA 
before and after school care programs reading the book to the children and working on a 
project with them.  It is our hope with the help of trained commissioners, to be able to reach 
out to more children this year.  It was suggested to contact the Highland Preschool, and HCPS 
principals to possibly have access more students. 

B. February Meeting – Susan suggested for the February meeting to have several religious leaders 
of different faiths attend and have a panel type discussion.  It was mentioned that this meeting 
might need to be moved back later in the year to allow for planning and advertising as it was 
discussed to publicize this meeting and invite the public.  The May 12, 2016 meeting was 
suggested.  For the February meeting, it was suggested we ask the Samaritan Women (Jeanne 
Allert) to come and speak. 

C. Human Relations (and Community Service) Web Site – The entire Harford County Government 
Web Site has been updated.  We are still working on the Community Services – Human 
Relations pages.  Susan asked commission members to please look at the site and make 
suggestions that you feel will make the site easier to navigate and/or give suggestions on 
additional information that can be published. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Superintendent’s Cultural Proficiency Council’s – The Council is planning for the 50th 
Anniversary of Desegregation in Harford County Public Schools.   Meg stated the council met on 
November 19, 2015 and finalized the date for the Commemorative Event – it will be held on 
Friday, April 8, 2016, 6-9:30 p.m. at Ripken Stadium.  The theme is “Looking Back to Move 
Forward”.  Ticket prices will be $55/person.  There will be one Keynote speaker with video 
messages from individuals involved with the segregation, desegregation and integration 
processes of HCPS.  More detailed information will be forwarded as it becomes available. 

B. Follow-up/Comments from Combined Commission meeting 12/2/15 – Wendell and Bonita 
stated Tara Taylor was very informative.  They also learned new information about SARC. 
 

C. Observances – 
 

Month Topic Suggested Speaker 

December 2, 2015, 5:30 p.m. 

Meet & Greet Reception for all 
commissioners and board 
members under the Human 
Services umbrella 

Commission chairs (or 
designee) to give a brief 
synopsis of commission or 
boards work/SARC & MCCR 

January 14, 2016 Fair Housing Book Training Tara Taylor, MCCR 

February 11, 2016 Samaritan Women  
Jeanne Allert 

March 10, 2016 Immigration  

April 14, 2016 Celebration of Cultures Event will be on 4/30/16 

May 12, 2016 Faith Leaders Various denominations 

June 9, 2016 Equality MD – LGBT community  



 
D. Youth and Law Enforcement/Race Relations planning meeting – Susan, Bonita and Wendell 

agree that the forum is not reaching the youth that it should.  Susan may facilitate the next 
meeting.  They want to come up with a 4-5 year plan.  This should involve input from Parole & 
Probation and Teen Court. 

     
VI. NEW BUSINESS/COMMISIONER COMMENTS – 

• Bonita had campaign cards for Donna Edwards who is running for the US Senate.   
• Wendell mentioned the Close Foundation which helps “close the gap” between need 

and existing resources by raising and distributing funds to give Harford County’s at-
risk youth hope for their future.  They raise money to award grants, provide assistance 
to qualifying programs, and provide ongoing financial assistance to the Department of 
Juvenile Services (DJS) in the form of a discretionary fund. 

• The Commission for Women’s “Women of Tomorrow Award” application is now 
available. 

 
VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  – A detailed listing of events, community council meetings, public meetings, etc., visit 

www.harfordcountymd.gov and click on the Calendars box (top row) 
   

A. Chanukah Extravaganza!!  Saturday, December 12, 2015.  Choir Concert 4-5:30 p.m., Havdalah 
to follow, Dinner at 6:00, Public outdoor Candle Lighting – 7:30 p.m. Oneg, Games and Fun – 
7:45 p.m.  Adults $20; Children 3-12 $10.  Call 410-939-3170 or email 
office@templeadasshalom.org.  

B. Safe Space Training – Wednesday, January 6, 2016,  5-9:00 p.m., McFaul Activity Center, 525 W. 
MacPhail Road, Bel Air, MD.  $20 registration fee includes training, materials and dinner.  
Limited to 40 attendees.  Contact Meg Deem at 410-638-4739 or 
madeem@harfordcountymd.gov to reserve your seat.  

C. 15th Annual ATHENA Award & Women’s Leadership Breakfast – Friday, March 4, 2016, 7:30-
9:30 a.m., Richlin Ballroom, Edgewood, MD.  Tickets $40 each, available at 
www.harrford.edu/athena or HCC Box Office at 443-412-2211. 

D. Women of Tomorrow Awards - Sponsored by the Harford County Commission for Women.  
Applications available now, deadline for submission is February 1, 2016.  Women of Tomorrow 
Recognition Ceremony is Tuesday, March 29, 2016, 6-7:30 p.m. at the Bel Air Branch of the 
Harford County Public Library, 100 E. Pennsylvania Avenue, Bel Air, MD  21014.  Applications 
available online at www.harfordcountymd.gov/services/women or by calling the Office of 
Human Relations at 410-638-4739. 

E. Celebration of Cultures - Saturday, April 30, 2016, 11 am-3 pm, Bel Air Reckord Armory.  
Melynda is in need of participants for the Parade of Countries.  

F. Heroin Kills – to learn more and get help, visit www.FindTreatment.samhsa.gov  
G.  Scholarship Central – Visit the Greater Excellence in Education Foundation website and explore 

their new Scholarship Clearinghouse:  www.geefinc.com/college-career-prep/scholarship-
central.  

 
VIII. NEXT MEETING DATE –Thursday, January 14, 2016, 6:30 p.m. at the McFaul Activity Center, 525 

W.  MacPhail Road, Bel Air, MD  21015, room 4. 
 

IX.  ADJOURN - Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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