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IRIS LEIGH BARNES, Ph.D., is the Executive Director of Hosanna
School Museum, the Curator of the Lillie Carroll Jackson Civil
Rights Museum, and the Harford County Chair and Vice President
of the Maryland Lynching Memorial Project. She serves on
three commissions: the Harford County Historic Preservation
Commission, the Maryland Commission on African American History
and Culture, and the Maryland Lynching Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. She also serves on the Board of Directors of the
Havre de Grace Colored School Museum and Cultural Center. Dr.
Barnes is an Adjunct Professor in the History Department at the
University of Delaware. She earned both her Ph.D. in History and
M.A. in Museum Studies and Historical Preservation from Morgan
State University. She earned her B.F.A. from Tyler School of Art
of Temple University in Graphic Design and Art Education. Her
research interests lie in revealing DelMarVa hidden history with
national impact, particularly from the lens of the African American
experience.

PEGGY EPPIG, Ph.D., is Director of Middle School and
Natural Resources Education at the Maryland Agricultural
Education Foundation (MAEF) in Havre de Grace and Director
of Environmental Certificates at Goucher College. She is also an
independent researcher, an expert on Russell Lord and The Land
movement, and has authored several articles. In addition to her
work in education and research, Dr. Eppig is a pilgrimage leader
for the Institute of Pilgrimage Studies at the College of William
and Mary.

ANDREW LEAGUE is a Conservation Engineering Technician
with the Harford Soil Conservation District. His responsibilities
include surveying, designing, and implementing agricultural
Best Management Practices (BMPs) for agricultural producers in
Harford County. Some of those BMPs include cover crop plantings,
stream exclusion fencing, constructing of grassed waterways,
heavy use areas for livestock, and animal waste storage structures.
Additional professional work experience includes: environmental
consulting with assignments as a naturalist, biologist, upland and
wetland habitat assessor, natural resource planner, and Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) specialist. Andrew strives to help
agricultural producers and landowners find reasonable solutions
to their resource concerns. In addition, he enjoys educating those
interested in soil and water conservation practices. The photograph
shows Andrew investigating soil profiles using a soil auger.

TIM GERBER moved to Harford County in 2011, after retiring
in 2008 from a conservation agency in the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources. He received his B.S. and M.S. degrees from
The Ohio State University in 1973 and is a Certified Professional
Soil Scientist. He served as a leader for soil survey projects in two
eastern Ohio counties with landscapes and agricultural uses similar
to Harford County’s from 1974-1986. Tim taught the introductory
soil science course at Harford Community College from 2013-2017.
He has served as an Earth Team Volunteer with USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service since 2013.
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BARRY GLASSMAN - Harford County Executive
Barry is a former sheep farmer who grew up on his family’s farm in
Level, Maryland. Throughout his 40 years in public service, he has
been recognized for outstanding character, service, and leadership.
Barry has served on the Harford County Council, in the Maryland
House of Delegates and the State Senate. He was elected Harford
County Executive in 2014 and has led his administration to earn 11
awards from the National Association of Counties. Barry’s record as
a fiscal conservative includes promoting rural values and steadfast
protection of Harford County’s land and water resources.

BILLY BONIFACE - Chief Advisor to Harford County Executive
After serving as the County’s Director of Administration for 5-1/2
years, Billy now serves as Chief Advisor to Harford County Executive
Barry Glassman. Before joining the Executive Branch in 2014, he
served two terms as President of the Harford County Council. Prior to
entering public service, Billy was a managing partner in his familyowned Bonita Farm, a 350 acre thoroughbred horse breeding and
training operation. He served by gubernatorial appointment on
the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation’s Board
of Trustees and on the Maryland Young Farmers Advisory Board,
and is also a former president of the Maryland Horse Breeders
Association. He and his wife Barb live in Darlington, where they
raised their three children, all of whom were active in 4-H.

BILL AMOSS was born and raised on his family’s farm in Harford
County, Maryland. He learned a passion for agricultural land
through the eyes of his late grandfather, Benjamin H. Amoss,
owner of Model Farm. Bill was a member of the first graduating
class of Fallston High School and a graduate of the University of
Maryland, College Park, with a B.S. degree in Agronomy. While
achieving his studies, he kept a balance of continued work on
the farm. Bill’s career started with the Harford Soil Conservation
District for 2 years, and then he moved in 1990 to Harford County’s
Agricultural Land Preservation Program. With over 30 years with
Harford County Government, Bill has worked with land owners,
county, state, and federal agencies to permanently preserve over
50,000 acres of land. Like his grandfather, Bill continues to pass on
his love of the land to his four children and five grandchildren (so
far). He still resides on the family farm with his wife, Mary.

JASON GALLION - Maryland State Senator & Harford County
Agricultural Specialist
Jason has owned and operated Hopewell Farm in Level since 1999.
The former dairy operation transitioned to beef cattle and hay
sales in 2004. The family farm is home to Jason, his wife Sonya, and
their four daughters. Jason has served as a Maryland State Senator
since January 2019, representing portions of Harford and Cecil
Counties in District 35. He has been Harford County Government’s
Agricultural Specialist for the past 5 years. Jason is also a former
Chief and President of Level Volunteer Fire Company and is a proud
life member of that organization.
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JUNE ANN JONES is a Ph.D. student at Virginia Tech in the Alliance
for Social, Political, Ethical, and Cultural Thought. She is also an
instructor in the Department of Political Science and a lifelong
member of the farming community. Her family owns and operates
Jones Family Farm in Harford County. Her research in environmental
political theory and agrarian studies pertains to possibilities for
a new agrarianism, repeasantization, and a sustainable and just
future for agriculture.
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