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§ 267-4. Definitions. [Amended by Bill 09-19, as amended; Bill 11-04, as amended; Bill 11-05, as
amended; and Bill 11-32]
ABANDON - To relinquish the right to use or to cease the use of property without the intention to either
transfer rights in the property or to resume the use thereof.
ABUT - To physically touch, border upon or share a common property line.
ACCESS - An unobstructed way or means of approach to provide entry to or exit from a property.
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR USE - A structure or use of land, or portion thereof, customarily incidental
and subordinate to the principal use of the land or building and located on the same lot or parcel of
land with such principal use.
ADDITION - Any construction that increases the size of a building.
ADJACENT - Parcels of land that abut one another.
ADULT BOOKSTORE OR ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTER - An entity or establishment that, as its principal
business purpose, offers for sale, rental, exhibition or viewing, any printed, recorded, digitally
analogued or otherwise viewable matter, any kind of sexual paraphernalia or any kind of live
performance, entertainment or exhibition, that depicts, describes or relates to sexual conduct, sexual
excitement or sadomasochistic abuse. For purposes of this definition: “sexual conduct” means
human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or the touching of or contact with genitals, pubic areas or
buttocks of a human, the breasts of a female, whether alone or between members of the same or
opposite sex, or between humans and others; “sexual excitement” means the condition of human
genitals, or the breasts of a female, when in a State of sexual stimulation, or the sensual experiences
of humans engaging in or witnessing sexual conduct or nudity; and “sadomasochistic abuse” means
flagellation or torture by or upon a human who is nude, or clad in undergarments, or in a revealing or
bizarre costume, or the condition of one who is nude or so clothed and is being fettered, bound or
otherwise physically restrained. Adult entertainment center includes an adult bookstore.
AFFORESTATION - The creation, in an area that is not presently in forest cover, of a biological
community dominated by trees and other woody plants at a density of at least 100 trees per acre
with at least 50% of the trees having the capability of growing to a DBH of 2 inches or more within 7
years.
AGRICULTURAL PROCESSED PRODUCT - An agricultural product that is treated in order to increase its
market value, including but not limited to such processes as canning, milling, grinding, freezing,
heating and fermenting.
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT - Products grown or raised on a farm, intended for direct human or animal
use, such as vegetables, fruits, dairy products, eggs, grains, meat, poultry, fish, honey, jelly, jam, hay,
bedding plants, and wool.
AGRICULTURAL PUBLIC EVENTS - Events related to agricultural vocations, other than temporary uses
already permitted in this Article, including farm tours, animal rodeos, corn mazes, fee fishing and
hunting, cross country skiing, sledding, pond ice skating and equestrian trail rentals.
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE CENTER - An agriculturally oriented park which includes uses such as
equine competitions and events, livestock sales and auctions, farm fairs, farmer’s markets, trail riding
and support services.
AGRICULTURAL RETAIL - The sale of agricultural products.
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AGRICULTURAL SERVICES - Uses that serve or support agriculture, including farm equipment service,
auction sales of animals, feed and grain mills, farmer’s co-ops and agricultural products processing,
animal hospitals and veterinary clinics.
AGRICULTURE - All methods of production and management of livestock, crops, vegetation and soil.
This includes the related activities of tillage, fertilization, pest control, harvesting and marketing. It also
includes the activities of feeding, housing and maintaining of animals such as cattle, dairy cows,
sheep, goats, hogs, horses and poultry and handling their by-products.
AIRPORT - An area on land or water that is used or intended to be used for the landing and takeoff of
aircraft and includes its buildings and facilities, if any.
ALLEY - A serviceway providing a secondary means of access to abutting property and not primarily
intended for public access.
ALTERATION - Any interior or exterior change that would affect the architectural features of a site or
structure.
ALTERATION, HISTORIC - Any exterior change that would affect the historic, archeological, or
architectural significance of any portion of a designated site or structure, including construction,
reconstruction, moving, or demolition.
ALTERNATE LIVING UNITS - Residential units for no more than 3 individuals organized to project a
distinct family and home-like atmosphere.
ANADROMOUS FISH PROPAGATION WATERS - Streams that are tributary to the Chesapeake Bay,
where spawning of anadromous species of fish (e.g., rockfish, yellow perch, white perch, shad and
river herring) occurs or has occurred. The geographic location of such streams has been identified by
the Tidewater Administration, Maryland Department of Natural Resources.
ANIMAL, DOMESTIC - A species of mammal that is accustomed to living in or about the habitation of
man and is dependent on man for food or shelter.
ANIMAL RODEO - A public performance featuring jousting, fox hunting, polo, horse shows, horse
pulling, bronco riding, calf roping, steer wrestling, bull riding, point-to-point races and steeplechases.
APPLICANT - A property owner or their designee applying for permits or other approvals required by
this Chapter.
AQUIFER - A permeable geologic formation, either rock or sediment, that when saturated with
groundwater is capable of transporting water through the formation.
ARCADE - A structure housing 3 or more commercial mechanical or electronic devices used for
amusement.
AS-BUILT - Scaled and dimensioned drawing done by a licensed surveyor or engineer that accurately
depicts the location of all improvements on the property.
ASSEMBLY HALL - See “community center.”
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY - A facility to provide supervision, monitoring or assistance with the activities
of daily living for more than 25 elderly or disabled persons in a residential setting.
AVERAGE CONTACT GRADE - The mean elevation of the highest and lowest points of contact of the
structure.
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DWELLING, PATIO, ATRIUM OR COURT - A building containing 2 or more attached dwelling units, not
more than 1½ stories in height, sharing common walls, and designed to orient interior living space to a
court or private open space.

Figure 7 patio, atrium or court dwelling

DWELLING, ROW DUPLEX - A duplex dwelling that shares 1 or more common walls with other duplex or
townhouse dwellings.

Figure 8 row duplex dwelling

DWELLING, SEMIDETACHED - A building containing 2 attached dwelling units which share a common
wall at the lot line and which are on separate lots.

Figure 9 semi-detached dwelling
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DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED - A building containing 1 dwelling unit on 1 lot and detached
from any other dwelling. This does not include a mobile home.

Figure 10 single-family detached dwelling

DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE - A building containing 3 or more attached dwelling units in a row having
access from the front and rear of the dwelling.

Figure 11 townhouse dwelling
DWELLING, TRANSIENT - Accommodations that shall not serve as a permanent residence.
DWELLING UNIT - A dwelling designed for 1 or more individuals who function as a single household unit
or family.
DWELLING UNIT, EFFICIENCY - A dwelling unit consisting of not more than 1 habitable room, together
with kitchen or kitchenette and sanitary facilities.
EASEMENT - A grant of 1 or more of the property rights by the property owner to and/or for the use by
the public, a corporation, or another person or entity for a specific purpose.
EGRESS - An exit.
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER - The Director of the Department of Planning and Zoning or the Director’s
designee.
EPA - United States Environmental Protection Agency.
EPA STORMWATER NPDES PERMIT - A permit meeting the requirements of the National Pollution
Discharge Elimination System Permit Applications Regulations for Stormwater Discharges issued by the
EPA on November 16, 1990.
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INGRESS - An entry.
INTENSELY DEVELOPED AREAS - Those areas within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area (CBCA) where
residential, commercial, institutional and/or industrial developed land uses predominate and where
relatively little natural habitat occurs. Such areas are to be at least 20 acres in size and have at least
1 of the following features:
A.

Housing density is equal to or greater than 4 dwelling units per acre.

B.

Industrial, institutional or commercial uses are concentrated in the area.

C.

Public sewer and water collection and distribution systems are currently serving the area and
housing density is greater than 3 dwelling units per acre.

INTERCEPTOR - Sewer pipe lines 24 inches or larger in diameter.
INTERMITTENT STREAM - Surface waters, contained within a defined channel or bed that flow at least
once per year. A stream that has been confirmed to be an intermittent stream through field
verification, for purposes of these guidelines, includes 2 or more of the following characteristics:
A.

Defined or distinct channel;

B.

Hydric soils or wetlands within or adjacent to channel;

C.

Hydraulically sorted sediments;

D.

Removal of vegetative litter; or

E.

Loosely rooted vegetation by the action of moving water.

INTERSECTION - The crossing of 2 or more roads at grade.
JUNK - Any scrap, waste, reclaimable material or debris, either stored or used in conjunction with
dismantling, processing, salvage, storage, bailing, disposal or other use or disposition.
JUNK- OR SALVAGE YARD - Any land or structure used for the storage and/or sale of junk or the
collection, dismantlement, storage or salvage of 3 or more untagged or inoperative motor vehicles,
including a salvaging operation, but excluding wrecked motor vehicles stored for a period of not
more than 90 calendar days.
KENNEL - Any establishment, not part of an agricultural use, in which 6 or more domestic animals, such
as cats, dogs and other pets, more than 6 months old are kept, groomed, bred, boarded, trained or
sold.
LANDSCAPING - The improvement of property with lawns, trees, plants and other natural or
decorative features.
LEACHABLE MATERIAL - Material, including salt and certain components of concrete, asphalt, tar,
coal, etc., which is readily soluble in water and thus easily removed and transported in solution by
meteoric and/or groundwater.
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LIMITED DEVELOPMENT AREAS - Those areas within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area that are
currently developed in low- or moderate-intensity uses. They also contain areas of natural plant and
animal habitats, and the quality of runoff from these areas has not been substantially altered or
impaired. These areas shall have at least 1 of the following features:
A.

Housing density ranging from 1 dwelling unit per 5 acres up to 4 dwelling units per acre.

B.

Areas not dominated by agriculture, wetland, forest, barren land, surface water or open
space.

C.

Areas having public sewer or public water, or both.

D.

Areas meeting the definition of intensely developed areas except for being less than 20 acres
in size.

LIVE/WORK UNITS - Structures that have professional offices or retail services on the first floor with
residential uses on the second floor. The property owner or business operator must occupy the
residence.
LIVESTOCK - Generally accepted outdoor farm animals (i.e., cows, goats, horses, pigs, barnyard fowl,
etc.) Not to include cats, dogs and other domestic house pets.
LODGING HOUSE - A building offering transient dwelling accommodations where the facilities are
multifaceted with a distinguished style, including marked upgrades in the quality of physical
attributes, amenities and Level of Service and comfort provided. At a minimum, the lodging house
shall include a lobby, a concierge, personal services, business center, pool and wireless internet in the
common areas. Wireless internet shall be offered to each unit in the lodging house.
LOFT - An intermediate level located between the floor and ceiling of a story, open on at least 1 side
to the room in which it is located.
LOT - A designated area of land established by plat, subdivision or as otherwise permitted by law to
be used, developed or built upon as a unit.
LOT, ADJACENT RESIDENTIAL - A lot that abuts another lot or parcel of land and is either within a
residential district or is a lot of 2 acres or less intended for residential use.
LOT, AGRICULTURAL - A lot that is zoned agricultural and is 2 acres or more.
LOT AREA - The total area within the lot lines of a lot, excluding any road right-of-way or reservation.
LOT, CORNER - A lot abutting upon 2 or more roads at their intersection or upon 2 parts of the same
road forming an interior angle of less than 135°.
LOT COVERAGE – The percent of a total lot or parcel that is:
A.

Occupied by a structure, accessory structure, parking area, driveway, walkway or roadway;

B.

Covered with gravel, stone, shell, impermeable decking, a paver, permeable pavement or
any manmade material; or

C.

Covered or occupied by a stairway or impermeable deck.

Lot coverage does not include:
A.

A fence or wall that is less than 1 foot in width that has not been constructed with a footer;
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