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SUBJECT: Installation of Solar Mounted Roofing Panels 

For the 2015 I-Code adoption cycle in Harford County, Residential and Commercial Solar 
Photovoltaic Power Systems shall be designed and installed to the provisions found in Section 605.11 of 
the 2015 International Fire Code (IFC) and Chapter 105 of the Harford County Code for Electrical 
Installations. A copy of Section 605.11 of the IFC is provided. Questions may be directed to the Harford 
County Building Services Division at (410) 638-3366. 

605.11 Solar photovoltaic power systems. Solar photovoltaic power systems shall be installed in accordance with 
Sections 605. I l .l through 605. I I .2, the lntematio11al Building Code or !11tematio11al Residential Code, and NFPA 

70. 
605.11.1 Access and pathways. Roof access, pathways, and spacing requiremellts shall be provided in accordance 
with Sections 605. l l .  I. 1 throllgh 605.1/.1.3.3. 

Exceptions: 

I. Detached, nonhabitable Group U structures including, but not limited to, parking shade strllctures, carports,
solar trellises and similar structl/res.
2. Roof access, pathways and spacing requirements need not be provided where the fire chief has determined that
rooftop operations will not be ernployed.
605.11.1.1 Roof access points. Roof access points shall be located in areas that do not require the placement of

gro1111d ladders over openings such as windows or doors, and located at strong poims of building construction i11
locations where the access point does not conflict with overhead obstructions such as tree limbs, wires or signs.
605.11.1.2 Solar photovoltaic systems for Group R-3 buildings. Solar photovoltaic systems for Group R-3 buildings
shall comply with Sections 605. I 1.1.2.1 through 605.11.1.2.5.
Exception: These requirements shall not apply to structures designed and constructed in accordance with the
!11ternational Residential Code.
605.11.1.2.1 Size of solar photovoltaic array. Each photovoltaic array shall be limited to 150 feet (45 720 mm) by
150 feet (45 720 111111). Multiple arrays shall be separated by a 3-foot-wide (914 mm) clear access pathway.
605.11.1.2.2 Hip roof layouts. Panels and modules installed on Group R-3 buildings with hip roof layouts shall be
located in a manner that provides a 3- foot-wide (914 mm) clear access pathway from the eave to the ridge on each

roof slope where panels and modules are located. The access pathway shall be at a location on the building capable
of supporting the fire fighters accessing the roof
Exception: These requirements shall not apply to roofs with slopes of two units vertical i11 12 units horizontal (2: 12)
or less.
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