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Tropical Storm Isabel, Havre de Grace, 2003

Tropical Storm Lee, Conowingo Dam, 2011
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Dear Fellow Harford Countians,

As a volunteer firefighter and EMT, | saw "

tragedy strike citizens who were unprepared @ e

for a disaster. As your county executive, | urge HARFORD COUNTY

you to act now to safeguard yourself, your Lo RSN L
loved ones and your neighbors - because you O | I-ERTS i

never know when disaster will strike. My administration is here ) siGn uP NOW [
to help, along with our volunteer first-responders. But the most @

BARRY GLASSMAN
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

important first response must come from you. Please review
this Emergency Preparedness Guide, follow the instructions and
keep it handy as a resource. Working together, we will keep
public safety a priority in Harford County.
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Barry Glassman REGISTER your
County Executive contact information
www.harfordpublicsafety.org
MARYLAND’S NEW CENTER OF OPPORTUNITY
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220 South Main Street, Bel Air, Maryland 21014
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DearHarfordCounty Residents

Harford County isot immune fromsevere weatherand bothnaturaland manmadalisastrousevents.
These events includeurricanes severestorms,significant\power outagesfires, tornadoes
paralyzingce andsnowstorms and earthquakes. Leftprepared, citizens can suffer disastrous
consequencesserious injury, andeath. The key to recovering from these disasters lies in proper
planning Citizens and communities who prepamned plan for any disaster reduce the likelihood of
injury and more quickly recover from the crisis. But the timgtepareis now!

Ourd 9 Y S NIPepa@dnes® dzA RS¢ O2y il Aya Ylye (ALl difgttiRelyd d a A2
mitigate thesecriticalincidents. Please take a few minutes to read through our publication and learn what

you cando. Keepa copy in your deslas a ready reference. SAre YouReady® | { S GAYS y2¢ (2 NB
CountyEmergencyreparedness Guide" and get ready. Your life and the lives of your family and friends depend on
your preparedness.

Sincerely,

S b

Edward Hopkins
Director, Department of Emergency Services

www.harfordpublicsafety.org 410-638-4900 n HarfordCoEm | { HarfordCoDES
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HURRI CANE HAZARDSE

The months of August and September represent the height of hurricane season for Harford
County. This is the time of year when tropical storms and the occasional hurricane can travel up
the Atlantic Coast and impact the Mid-Atlantic. Depending upon the category and other weather
factors, a hurricane can bring along many hazards identified in this guide. The higher the
category, the worse the impacts can be from a storm. Damaging winds and heavy rain can lead a

myriad of potential problems across the county.

High Winds

o e

1 74-95 mph Very dangerous winds will produce |
some damage
2 96-110 mph Extremely dangerous winds will
cause extensive damage
3 111-129 mph Devastating damage will occur
4 130-156 mph Catastrophic damage will occur
5 157 + mph Catastrophic damage will occur

Storm Surge
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Protective Dunes

Gaography in the News 12/7/12

M. Shears

Storm surge is caused by a dome of water
pushed ashore by powerful tropical cyclone
winds. Storm surge can washout buildings,
trees, marinas, boats, roads and bridges. It is
often the greatest threat to life and property
from atropical storm or hurricane.

www.harfordpublicsafety.org 410-638-4900 n HarfordCoEm

Watch out for:

A Flying debris such as signs, roofing
material, small items left outside

A Extensive damage to trees
A Widespread power outages

A Damage to underground utilities
(due to uprooted trees)

A Structural damage

Hide from the wind,
run from the water.

Havre de Grace Storm Surge, Isabel, 2003

If you reside on a coastline in Harford
County, you must:

A Strictly follow local building codes.
A Evacuate when ordered.

A Have a go-kit ready for your family and

your pets.
" < HarfordCoDES
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THUNDERSTORM HAZARDSE

A thunderstorm impacts a relatively small area when
compared to a hurricane or a winter storm. A typical
thunderstorm lasts an average of 30 minutes. Despite their
size, ALL thunderstorms are dangerous! Of the estimated
100,000 thunderstorms that occur each year in the United

States, about 10 percent are classified as severe.

Thunderstorms can feature damaging winds, lightning, hail,
flooding, and an occasional tornado. Hail and lightning are
explained in this section, while tornadoes and flooding are
described later in this guide as they can also be caused by a

tropical storm or hurricane.

Hail
What do you need to know about hail?

A Strong updrafts within a thunderstorm carry water
droplets to a height where they freeze. Ice particles
grow in size, becoming too heavy to be supported by
the updraft, and fall to the ground as hail.

A Hail is larger than sleet; it can be larger than a softball
(5 inches in diameter)

A Large hailstones can fall at speeds
faster than 100 mph!

A Hail causes more than $1 billion in
crop and property damage each year
in U.S.

A Harford County has a long history of
hail producing thunderstorms.

Harford CoEm ' 1 HarfordCoDES
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THUNDERSTORM HAZARDSE
Lightning

What do you need to know about lightning?

A There is NO safe place OUTDOORS when a thunderstorm is nearby. Aimost all fatalities
related to lightning have occurred during outdoor activities such as swimming,
camping, fishing, golfing, etc.

A The energy from one lightning flash could light a 100-watt light bulb for more than 3
months.

A Rubber-soled shoes and rubber tires provide NO protection from lightning. The steel
frame of a hard-topped vehicle provides increased protection if you are not touching
metal.

A Lightning-strike victims carry no electrical charge and should be helped immediately.
Call 9-1-1 and begin CPR immediately if the person has stopped breathing.

How can you avoid the lightning threat?

A Have alightning safety plan.Know where youdéll go for saf
take to get there. If on a boat, pay attention to an approaching storm and take action!

A Postpone activities. Before going outdoors, check the forecast and postpone activities to
avoid being caught in a dangerous situation.

A Get to a safe place. If you hear thunder, even a distant rumble, immediately move to a
safe place. Fully enclosed buildings with wiring and plumbing provide the best protection.
Sheds, picnic shelters, tents, or covered porches do not protect you from lightning. If a
sturdy building is not nearby, get into a hard-topped vehicle and close all the windows.

Alf you hear thunder, d oCordless phoies, celbphoaes, and e d
other wireless handheld devices are safe to use.

A Keep away from electrical equipment, wiring, and water pipes. Sensitive
electronics should be unplugged well in adyv
shower, or use other plumbing during a thunderstorm.

When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!

www.harfordpublicsafety.org 410-638-4900 n HarfordCoEm HarfordCoDES
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TORNADOES

In an average year, 1,200 tornadoes cause 60-65 fatalities and 1,500 injuries nationwide.

Approximately 10 tornadoes have been recorded in Harford County in the past ten years. Warm,

humid, and windy weather is ideal for tornadoes; they can occur in thunderstorms or in a tropical

storm/hurricane. Tornadoes often come with very little warning time and it is crucial to identify the

signs of imminent tornadic conditions.

Watch for tornado danger signs:

A

A
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Dark, often greenish clouds i a
phenomenon caused by hail

Wall cloud i an isolated lowering of
the base of a thunderstorm

Funnel cloud 7 avisible rotating
extension of the cloud base

Roaring noise
Cloud of debris
Large hail

Tornado Safety Tips

If at home,

’e

A

’e

A

Go to basement, away from
windows.

If there is no basement, go to lowest
level possible, preferably a bathroom
with no windows, lay down in tub.

Move or secure lawn furniture, trash
cans, hanging plants or anything
else that can be picked up by the
wind and become a projectile.

If in a vehicle,

A

A OR, stay in the car with the seat belt on; put

www.harfordpublicsafety.org 410-638-4900 [i HarfordCoEm

Immediately seek shelter in a sturdy
building if you have the time,

your head down below the windows,

covering with your hands and a blanket if

possible.
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